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Passenger ferry to kick off next year
Pilot to determine
if ferry is feasible
from Vancouver
to Lake Oswego

mined based on demand. Backers said a trip from Vancouver
to Salmon Street by ferry could
take about 44 minutes.

No cars allowed

By JOSEPH GALLIVAN
Pamplin Media Group
Plans are moving forward
with a $9.4 million pilot ferry
project along the Willamette
River, which could see ferry
boats carrying passengers
from Cathedral Park to Tom
McCall Waterfront Park by
next summer.
Expected to open in 2022 and
run through summer 2024,
Frog Ferry will run from St.
Johns in North Portland south
along the Willamette to the
downtown core, with more
stops planned. It’s the biggest
step yet by the nonprofit group
Friends of Frog Ferry to bring
a public passenger ferry service to the Portland area.
“You will hear from folks
that ride passenger-only ferries, anywhere around the
world, they really enjoy the
trip to work,” said Ron Wille,
president and chief operating
officer of All American Marine,
which plans to bid to build the
ferry. “It’s a quality-of-life enhancement. Instead of spend-
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Ron Wille, president and chief operating officer of All American Marine of Bellingham, Washington, shows off
a design for a passenger ferry along the Willamette River. A pilot program will run from 2022 to 2024.
Friends Frog Ferry founder Susan Bladholm (left) looks on.
ing an hour in the car, you just
sit down at a table or a chair,
and you’re zipping along the
waterfront.”
At a news conference next to
the Cathedral Park boat ramp
on Tuesday, June 8, backers
explained the $9.4 million pilot
project will spend the next
year designing and building
the first ferry and preparing

docks. The city of Portland is
applying for $3.3 million in federal funding to assist the program. The Oregon Department
of Transportation also is supplying a $500,000 grant for the
project, funded by the state
transit tax.
Should the pilot program
prove successful, Friends of
Frog Ferry revealed several

proposed stops the ferry may
make in the future, including
Vancouver’s new waterfront,
as well as the Oregon Convention Center, Salmon Street,
Riverplace and the Oregon Museum of Science & Industry.
Other proposed stops include
Milwaukie, Lake Oswego and
Oregon City.
Final stops will be deter-

Friends of Frog Ferry is selling the concept as an environmentally friendly alternative
to driving. If 1,000 passengers
take the ferry each day, backers said, that would cut out
about 600 car trips. The ferry
also will be affordable and encourage tourism.
Tickets for the ferry will be
$3 one-way for adults, $2 for
senior citizens and free for minors.
Proponents of Frog Ferry
say Portland is the only major
waterfront city, along with Milwaukee, Cincinnati, and St.
Louis, Missouri, without a passenger ferries.
Frog Ferry founder Susan
Bladholm said the ferry will
avoid long lines or queueing.
All ticketing will be done by
mobile app.
“In Brisbane, you scan your
phone and you just keep walking. I was in Oslo, Norway,
right before COVID, watching
people and they’re literally
swinging off their bikes and
walking onto the ferry. ... We
don’t want people queuing up.
We certainly don’t want people
left behind on the docks.”
Friends of Frog Ferry will

spend the two-year-long pilot
program gathering data on everything from engine size to
commuters’ seating preferences, with plans to expand the
program in future years.
The pilot will begin with a
single vessel holding about 70
passengers, along with comfortable indoor seating, concessions and TV screens. No vehicles will be allowed on the ferry.
On weekdays, the ferry
would serve just St. Johns and
downtown Portland, but Bladholm said it would be flexible
and could try out new times
and destinations, especially on
weekends.
The company expects to operate as many as seven boats
by 2026.
“The overall project cost for
the pilot project is $9 million
and for the full seven vessel,
nine-stop ferry service, out
there in the future, will be $40
million,” Bladholm said.
Wille, of All American Marine, said his company specializes in diesel-electric hybrid
ferries, such as the 600 passenger Hydra in San Francisco
Bay. The first Frog Ferry probably will run on diesel, but can
be converted to electric later.
The full route would need
charging stations. Smaller
boats would work downriver,
bigger, express boats would
serve Vancouver.

Metro: Homeless measure will raise less than estimated
Agency lowers
yearly estimate
from $250 million
to $180 million
By JIM REDDEN
Pamplin Media Group
Metro now predicts that
its homeless services ballot
measure will not raise as
much money as previously
estimated.
Metro predicted the measure
would raise $250 million a year
for 10 years before voters approved it at the May 2020 election. But, in a recent memo,
Metro said it is now expected

to raise $151 million in the first
year and $180 million a year after that. It is unclear whether it
will raise $250 million a year
before it expires.
The May 18 memo said the
lower estimate was the result
of “changes made by the Metro Council to address potential double taxation and other
issues. Those changes are anticipated to reduce revenues
by 10-16% or $25-$40 million
per year. In addition, the pandemic has impacted income of
some businesses and individuals subject to these taxes,
and Metro has lowered the
tax revenue estimated as a result.”
The memo was sent to the
chief financial officers of Multnomah, Washington and Clack-
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amas counties, which will receive shares of the money to
fund homeless services.
The measure was approved
at the May 2020 election by a
majority of voters in all three
counties within Metro’s jurisdiction. It will collect a 1% marginal income tax from people
who make $125,000 annually or
couples who earn $200,000 combined. It also includes a 1%
marginal income tax on businesses that generate $5 million
annually.
Based on how much of the
revenue they are expected to
generate, Multnomah County
will receive 45% of the total
funds, Washington County 33%
and Clackamas County 21%.
According to the memo, in the
first year, Multnomah County

will receive $68.4 million,
Washington County will receive $50.3 million and Clackamas County will receive $32.2
million.
The measure is intended to
reduce homelessness by helping to keep people at risk of
eviction in their homes and
providing one-on-one services
to the chronically homeless so
they stay housed. Some of the
services will be provided to
chronically homeless people
who will be housed in the new
affordable units being built by
Portland and Metro affordable
housing bond funds.
The measure took effect Jan.
1. Metro is contracting with the
city of Portland to collect the
taxes on its behalf. The counties had to submit plans for

spending the money to be approved by the Metro Council.
In additional, a Multnomah
County Circuit Court judge is
considering the legality of the
rules adopted by Metro to collect its new income tax for
homeless services.
Judge Steffan Alexander
held a remote hearing on Metro’s request to validate its collection rules Friday, May 21.
The legality of the rules had
been challenged by a coalition
of businesses and business organizations because they are
different than those approved
by Oregon to collect state income taxes.
The elected regional government agrees its rules are different than those of the state. But
attorneys representing Metro

argued their rules are legal because they were adopted under
the regional government’s
home rule charter, which was
approved by voters in 1992.
Attorneys representing the
business interests argued that
even though Metro has its own
charter, Oregon law requires
the rules to be the same as
those approved by the state.
Both sides cited different Oregon court cases to support
their positions.
Alexander did not rule at the
end of the hearing but said he
would take the matter under
advisement. He did not say
when he would issue a ruling.
The ruling will not affect
Metro’s ability to collect the
taxes but could change the
amount collected every year.
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